
Hi Everyone
Wow, summer has passed very quickly with the children now back in school.
 
Bryncae Ward
The resignation of Phillip Poyner as a member for the Llanilid Ward at the end of the July 
meeting has triggered a by-election for that ward. May I take this opportunity to thank 
Phillip for his contribution to the Community Council over the last few years.
There are two candidates who are seeking election for the one seat. It is good to see that 
there are people who are willing to give up their time to serve the community and I hope 
that the people of the Llanilid Ward will turn out to vote for the candidate of their choice, 
thus showing that democracy is alive and kicking at this level of Local Government. The 
polling day is 13th October 2016.
 
Community and Infrastructure Group
The group met twice during August/September primarily to progress the Christmas lights 
and discuss other community issues. The group acknowledged the Community Council’s 
decision to follow the recommendations regarding lights on the lampposts and the 
provision of trees and lights to participating businesses. The Community Council felt that it 
was not appropriate for Christmas motifs to be located in the vicinity of the War Memorial.
The group also discussed the problem of general litter and put forward recommendations 
regarding the formation of a voluntary group to take this matter forward and organise ‘litter 
pick events’ to educate people on the importance of keeping our community litter free. The 
Community Council has agreed to look at possible accommodation and storage area for 
this purpose.
The group also made a recommendation that the memorial garden opposite Grove Terrace 
should undergo a face lift. To achieve a long term and relative maintenance free solution 
the recommendation was for decorative stonework to be laid on a concrete base, the 
feature to be enhanced by the use of larger stones and provision for plant tubs to be 
located around the area. The Community Council accepted this recommendation and 
would make provision in the 2017/18 budget for the work to be done. It passed back to 
group the task of producing a detailed specification and plan.
 
Planning Application – Garth Isaf Farm
The Community Council met on 21 July to consider a planning application for a 
development of up to 80 houses on land between Garth Isaf farm buildings and the A473.
The Council listened to a presentation made by the applicant’s agent and then to concerns 
of the members of the community. In conclusion the Council resolved to notify RCT’s 
Development Control Committee of its opposition to the development for the following 
reasons:
• the application is outside the settlement boundary and the Local Development Plan 

(LDP);
• the application contradicts the stated intention of the LDP to prevent the coalescence of 

the two communities of Llanharan and Talbot Green;
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• the access to the proposed development is directly off the A473 at a dangerous location, 
where there is limited vision splay and high traffic speeds, so much that the Council does 
not have the confidence that the provision of a ‘ghost island’ and the clearance of trees 
sufficiently mitigates the danger;

• the suggested number of vehicle movements to and from the proposed development has 
been understated;

• access to the site on foot is limited to a single pathway on the opposite side of the 
carriageway and there are no proposed measures for safe pedestrian crossing or a new 
bus stop  – this raises particular concerns for children attending the local school in 
Llanharan;

• the area of land immediately adjacent to this proposed development on the south side of 
the A473 is a marsh area which is subject to high water levels which frequently lead to 
ponding on the A473 itself;

• there is no street lighting on this section of the A473 and there are no proposals in the 
submitted application for improvements;

At the time of writing it is unknown when the application will be put to the Development and 
Control Committee for determination.
 
Hillcrest/Meadow Rise open area and footpath
Work on this project is well under way, although delayed by technical issues surrounding 
the street lighting and the proposed upgrade. This has now been resolved and the footpath 
is now awaiting to be tarmac'd. New soak-aways have been dug to deal with surface water 
and a stone retaining wall is under construction at the bottom end to prevent further bank 
erosion. It is expected that the project will be completed by the end of October. It is also 
pleasing to note that RCT have resurfaced the lane that runs parallel to the site.
 
Llanharan Welfare Field - Park and Ride
We are awaiting the final draft report from the consultants.

Llanharan Medical Facilities
Cwm Taf Health Board and Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board (ABMU) 
have issued a joint press release:

Working group to look at cross-border patients’ GP access -
ABMU Health Board is setting up a joint working group to find the best way forward for a 
group of ‘cross-border’ residents to get good access to GP services.
A boom in new housing in Llanharan, Llanilid and surrounding areas of neighbouring 
Rhondda Cynon Taf has led to an increase in demand for GP services for people living on 
the border with ABMU and Cwm Taf health board areas.
At present, Pencoed Medical Centre – which is in ABMU – also has a branch surgery in 
Llanharan - which is Cwm Taf’s area. However, the branch surgery is too small to 
comfortably accommodate all the residents from the new housing estates.
The issue is how best to make sure this group of new residents receive the service they 
need, when they live in one health board area but receive care from a surgery run by 
another.
ABMU is determined that residents should not suffer as a result of where they live and will 
do all it can to work with others to find a solution. ABMU will also arrange public meetings 
later in the year to keep residents up-to-date on progress and discuss developments.
 
“We’re committed to working with the local community, GPs and Cwm Taf Health Board to 
ensure residents in these cross-border communities continue to have good access to GP 
services,” said ABMU’s director of primary and community services, Hilary Dover.
 



“We understand the effect on local healthcare services of increasing patient numbers and 
appreciate this is mainly due to new housing developments in Llanharan, Llanilid and 
surrounding areas of Rhondda Cynon Taf. It is very important that patients in both 
communities have access to appropriate healthcare specialists who are based in suitable 
buildings. We are setting up a joint group to look at possible options, and have invited 
Cwm Taf health board to join. This group will also include the independent Community 
Health Councils for both areas who would seek the views of local residents and ensure 
these are used in the planning of services.”
 
Ms Dover explained that while expanding one of the surgeries might appear to be a simple 
answer, it was not that straightforward. Pencoed New Surgery, a neighbouring GP Practice 
in Pencoed received significant investment, £2.7m, when it was built in 2011. ABMU 
Health Board now has commitments to invest in primary care in other parts of the health 
board’s area, and has a responsibility to those ABMU patients.
 
“There is not an easy solution to this issue, so it is very important that we work as a group 
to find the way forward,” she added. “We are determined to do all we can to resolve this.”
 
BMX Track at Bryncae
Cofton Wales, the land owners have now revoked the license arrangements that the 
Community Council had for this piece of land. As a result, the access to the land has been 
fenced off and the Council will no longer maintain the walkways through the area. We are 
currently looking at ways forward on this matter on how if possible it can be retained for 
community use.

Monthly Reminders
Please keep your dogs off all the football and rugby pitches in the community and also 
clean up after your dog wherever you are. There are plenty of disposal bins around the 
Community so there is no excuse really
Also please adhere to the parking waiting times outside the shops on the Square and 
other places. By going over the allowed time not only do you risk a fine but prevent other 
users who may need to park for a short period from doing so. These places are not all-day 
parking areas therefore please be considerate to your fellow car users.

Useful Contacts
Sian Davies, Manager, Drop-in Centre 01443 229723  Email: 
llanharancommunity@btconnect.com
Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan Community Council 01443 231430 Email: 
clerk@llanharancc.co.uk
Will Thomas, Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust 01443 237522 Email: mail@lrgt.co.uk

Future Meetings
The next Ordinary Council Meeting will be on Thursday 20th October 2016 at The 
Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall, Llanharan at 7:00pm.
A reminder that the Minutes of the Community Council’s and it’s committee’s meetings can 
be found at the office in the Drop In Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the 
Community Council’s  web site www.llanharancc.co.uk
Any compliments or complaints please contact me or Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan 
Community Council 01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk
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